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LITTLE BITS OF NATURE ADD UP: THE YELLOWHEAD ROAD ALLOWANCE PROJECT

Few people give road allowances — the stretches of land surrounding all rural land south of the forest in a
grid every mile east and west, and every two miles north and south — much thought. Publicly owned,
road allowances were created to provide a network of transportation and utility access. Where roads
have been built, most people only think of road allowance as the “ditch” — something that you don't
want to hit in bad weather. But those road allowances, especially those that remain undeveloped, can
be much more than that. And some people, like members of the Yellowhead Nature Society in the
Yorkton region, see these stretches of land as valuable preserves of nature for everyone to enjoy.

Morley Maier, a local retired farmer, says he had been thinking about how to protect these precious
scraps of Saskatchewan ecosystem for years. He and his wife Paula enjoy taking walks in the road
allowances, observing the flora and fauna. He knows that research has shown that these natural margins
to agricultural land provide soil microbes and pollinator species that help farmers. As a board member of
Nature Saskatchewan and a member of the Yellowhead Nature Society, he understands how areas of
natural habitat are rapidly disappearing in Saskatchewan. He also knows that as Crown Land, road
allowances belong to everyone in Saskatchewan and are not subject to the province's Trespass Laws.

In 2022, the Yellowhead Nature Society was doing some strategic planning at its Annual General Meeting.
Morley took the opportunity to share some of his thoughts about road allowances. In response, the group
decided to launch a signage campaign to educate people about the importance role of road
allowances in protecting wildlife habitat and to invite all to enjoy them. The idea was that the more
people felt comfortable spending time exploring road allowances, the more they would understand how
important it was to protect them.

The group took the idea to four local
Rural Municipalities — Saltcoats, Orkney,
Wallace and Cana — who all agreed to
it without hesitation. And thus began the
Yellowhead Road Allowance Project, a
project that placed 100 signs in the four
Rural Municipadlities, helping to protect
approximately 1,200 acres of grasses,
native flowers, poplar bluffs, and
wetlands found along road allowances
in the Parkland region of the province. In
Saskatchewan, most road allowances
are 66 feet wide, which means that for
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each mile of allowance protected, eight acres are protected. This is roughly the same area as five city
blocks. Where the road allowances are 99 feet wide, 12 acres are protected per mile.

Not all road allowances are in their natural state. Despite being crown land, some have been used for
agriculture or other uses. Although it would be nice to rehabilitate road allowances that are no longer in
their natural state, Morley says this would be very difficult to do. Instead, the Road Allowance Project
focuses on protecting on the natural spaces that we still have by educating people about the ecological
and recreational value of undeveloped road allowances and encouraging shared responsibility for
protecting them.

The idea that road allowances are to be enjoyed and protected is slowly taking hold. Overall, local
landowners are supportive, and people who hike the road allowances appreciate knowing that they are
welcome. Recently, the Fort Qu’' Appelle Nature Society also launched a road allowance project with its
local Rural Municipality. Perhaps as the idea catches on, a network of nature that is open to all will start to
grow across and connect the southern part of our province.

This column is a collaborative project of the Saskatchewan Environmental Society and the Regional Centre of
Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development — RCE Saskatchewan.

Saskatchewan Environmental Society is a non-profit, registered
Saskaltchewan charty thatis committed to supporting sustainable living and
Environmental sustainable resource use in Saskatchewan. We work with, and on

2 behalf of, communities, organizations, businesses, and policy

SOCIny makers to encourage informed decision-making that moves us

towards sustainability. SES’s current action areas include
sustainable energy and climate solutions, water protection, resource conservation, biodiversity preservation,
and reduction of toxic substances. Our work in Saskatchewan is carried out in Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, and our
office is in Saskatoon on Treaty 6, the traditional territory of Cree peoples and the homeland of the Métis
Nation. Learn more at: www.environmentalsociety.ca

RCE Saskatchewan is a voluntary network of individuals,
organizations, and experts advancing sustainable
REGIONAL CENTRE  development in Saskatchewan. Founded in 2007, RCE
OF EXPERTISE . . .
ON EDUCATION Saskatchewan's partners are the University of Regina,
FOR SUSTAINABLE  University of Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan Polytechnic,
DEVELOPMENT Luther College at the University of Regina, First Nations
University of Canada, Campion College at the University
> of Regina, the City of Regina, City of Saskatoon, Craik
Sustainable Living Project, and United Nations University. Our honourary patron is Her Honour the Honourable
Bernadette Mclintyre, Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan. There are more than 190 RCEs around the globe.
Learn more at: www.saskrce.ca
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