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FOR OUR COMMON FUTURE

A FOREST IN THE CITY: JUST TAKE THE FIRST STEP

This is a story about a group of neighbours from
Montgomery Place and surrounds in Saskatoon
who got together in 2015 and, with a bit of help
from the City of Saskatoon, removed hundreds
of old shingles, chunks of concrete, barrels of ail,
lumber, tires and more from a local forested
area. Little did they know that their hard work
would only be the starting point in a movement
to protect two urban forests that had almost
been forgotten — the Richard St. Barbe Baker
Afforestation Area and the George Genereux
Urban Regional Park.

The story of these two planted forests goes back
more than 50 years, to 1960, when City Planners
Bert Wellman and Bill Graham envisioned
creating a green belt around Saskatoon. At that
time three parcels of land totalling 660 acres
were purchased, considerably short of the 2,300
acres envisioned.

It was only in 1972 that frees started to be planted under the Green Survival Program, a project by
the Saskatoon Horticultural Society, the Saskatoon Parks and Recreation Department, and the
Canadian Nursery Trades Association. Drought resistant frees like American EIm, Siberian Elm,
Manitoba Maple, Balsam Poplar, Willow, Colorado Blue Spruce and Green Ash were planted on 355
acres of the two purchased plots, plus another south of Diefenbaker Park. The following year, trees
were established on another 355 acres.

For the next several decades, the planted frees grew into a mature stand of trees interspersed with
wetlands and has become the home to diverse wildlife. Unfortunately, however, the areas were not
actively protected. The City's focus on establishing a green zone had shiffed and as priorities
change, resources were reallocated. During that time the areas regrettably also became popular
dumping grounds for garbage. That changed in 2015, when local citizens took the matter into their
own hands.

The handful of people involved in 2015 clean-up removed truckloads of garbage. The following year
that grew to 80 people who came out to remove some 40,000 kilograms of trash, filling four large
garbage containers. Community organizations, faith groups, businesses and the City officials
supported the work. And this was only the beginning. Between 2015 and 2022, some 87,000 kilograms
of trash has been removed. The non-profit organization Friends of Saskatoon Afforestation Areas Inc.
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was established in 2019. Grants have funded signage and fencing to help protect the areas, with
more improvements planned. Winter trails are maintained by the Fatlanders Fat Tire brigade, a winter
biking group. School groups visit to learn about the many plant and animal species that call the
areas home. Curriculum guides help teachers use the areas as outdoor classrooms. The areas have
been featured in documentaries and are becoming increasingly popular for nature walks. Most
recently an initiative was launched to create a planted forest in honour of the Humboldt Broncos
near Clavet, using the Richard St. Barbe Baker Afforestation Area and the George Genereux Urban
Regional Park as models.

Martin Luther King Jr. said, “You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.” That
group of neighbours took the first step in 2015. When they ventured out to clean up the forest, they
were probably not thinking about the many environmental and human health benefits of urban
green belts, such as absorbing carbon dioxide, reducing flood risk, providing habitat and supporting
human mental and physical health. They were probably just thinking about their neighbourhood, but
it furned into something bigger. Sometimes action on a good idea creates momentum.

This column is a collaborative project of the Saskatchewan Environmental Society and the Regional Centre
of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development — RCE Saskatchewan.

Saskatchewan Environmental Society is a non-profit,
Saskatchewan registered charity that is committed to supporting
. sustainable living and sustainable resource use in
E nV|_r0 nmental Saskatchewan. We work with, and on behalf of,
SOCIny communities, organizations, businesses, and policy makers
to encourage informed decision-making that moves us
towards sustainability. SES’s current action areas include sustainable energy and climate solutions, water
protection, resource conservation, biodiversity preservation, and reduction of toxic substances. Our work
in Saskatchewan is carried out in Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, and our office is in Saskatoon on Treaty 6, the
traditional territory of Cree peoples and the homeland of the Métis Nation. Learn more at:
www.environmentalsociety.ca

RCE Saskatchewan is a voluntary network of individuals,
organizations, and experts advancing sustainable

() *\ R CE OF EXPERTISE development in Saskatchewan. Founded in 2007, RCE
| \ ON EDUCATION

€

Q\ ror sustamaste | daskatchewan's partners are the University of Regina,
SASKATCHEWAN  DEVELOPMENT University of Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan Polytechnic,
Luther College at the University of Regina, First Nations
University of Canada, Campion College at the University
of Reglno the City of Regina, City of Saskatoon, Craik Sustainable Living Project, and United Nations
University. Our honourary patron is Her Honour the Honourable Bernadette Mclintyre, Lieutenant Governor
of Saskatchewan. There are more than 190 RCEs around the globe. Learn more at: www.saskrce.ca
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