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November 3, 2025 

City of Saskatoon 
222 3rd Avenue North 
Saskatoon SK  S7K 0J5 

Re: Concerns Regarding Proposed Turf Remediation Program and Herbicide 
Use in Public Parks (Agenda item 6.3.4) 

To the Standing Policy Committee on Planning, Development, and Community 
Services:  

On behalf of the Saskatchewan Environmental Society (SES), I am writing to 
formally register our concerns regarding the recommendation proposed in the 
City of Saskatoon’s Turf Remediation Program Administration Report to use 
herbicides on public parks and sports field. 

For over 20 years, the City of Saskatoon has demonstrated leadership in 
pesticide reduction, notably through the Be Pesticide Free program (an 
initiative on which SES collaborated closely with the City for many years), and 
through its ongoing commitment to using least-toxic control methods 
whenever possible. Introducing broadcast herbicide use would represent a 
major departure from this longstanding policy and from the commitments 
embedded in the City’s Official Community Plan, which calls on the City of 
Saskatoon to “reduce risks to soil health and human health through the 
reduction of pesticide and chemical use.” It would also place Saskatoon out 
of step with a growing number of Canadian municipalities that have 
eliminated or significantly restricted pesticide use.1 

SES acknowledges and appreciates that the Turf Remediation Program 
emphasizes the use of non-chemical turf care methods, which should remain 
the foundation of any turf management strategy. Chemical interventions, if 
ever necessary, should be used only as a last resort and under strict, 
transparent conditions guided by science and best practices.  
 
Key concerns and recommendations regarding herbicide use in Saskatoon’s 
public parks and sports fields are outlined below.  
 
Public Health and Environmental Risks 
Herbicides are inherently toxic, and their use poses real risks to human health 
and the environment—not merely “perceived,” as characterized in the 
Administration Report. Studies link pesticide exposure, including herbicides, to 
cancers (such as non-Hodgkin lymphoma, multiple myeloma, and prostate, 
kidney, and lung cancers), reproductive and neurological disorders, respiratory 
diseases, and endocrine disruption.2,3,4 Herbicides also negatively impact soil 
health, pollinators, beneficial insects and local wildlife, and contribute to  

 
1 https://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/pesticide-regulations-across-canada-federal-provincial-
municipal-urban-landscapes/  
2 https://cape.ca/pesticides-chemicals-of-concern-for-human-and-environmental-health-and-
justice/   
3 https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2020/10/literature-review-pesticides-exposure-
highly-correlated-with-respiratory-diseases/ 
4 https://cancer.ca/en/cancer-information/reduce-your-risk/be-safe-at-work/pesticides 
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biodiversity loss.5,6 These are not hypothetical risks; they are scientifically established and should be central to 
any decision about public-space management. 

Inadequate Public Engagement 
The City’s public engagement process for the Weed Management Pilot Project raises concerns about 
transparency, inclusivity, and representativeness. Despite our organization’s direct requests to be included in 
the consultation process, we received no such invitation from the Parks Department. And while a public survey 
was conducted, it reached only a small portion of residents and provided insufficient context about health and 
environmental risks. This demonstrates the need for a more robust public engagement process to ensure 
residents are meaningfully informed before any expansion of herbicide use is considered.  

It is important to note that public engagement, while essential in shaping decisions that affect shared spaces, 
cannot replace evidence-based decision-making. Decisions on pesticide use must be guided by scientific 
research and best practices, not opinion alone. Thus, survey results should be interpreted in this context, 
alongside extensive research on the health and environmental risks of pesticide use that has informed 
municipalities across Canada in their decisions to restrict or phase out pesticides. 

Community Concerns in Brighton 
SES was contacted this summer by a resident living adjacent to Prairie Lily Park regarding the Weed 
Management Pilot Project. The resident expressed concerns about public notification, including the lack of 
information on potential health and environmental risks, which herbicides were used, and the timing and 
conditions of application. This feedback highlights the need for the City to strengthen both public engagement 
and internal processes to ensure transparency, safety, and environmental stewardship. 

Recommendations 
In light of the above, SES urges the City of Saskatoon to: 

1. Pause the implementation of any herbicide-based turf remediation program until a fully transparent, 
science-informed, and community-driven process is established. 

2. Conduct comprehensive and representative engagement with residents, experts, and community 
organizations with experience in public health and environmental protection. 

3. Prioritize non-chemical alternatives for turf remediation, such as aeration, overseeding, topdressing, and 
mowing—guided by best practices and scientific evidence. 

4. Provide clear and accessible information on the human health and environmental risks of herbicide use in 
all public materials. 

5. Develop enforceable guidelines for any future chemical applications, emphasizing transparency, 
monitoring, and minimal use only when all alternatives have been exhausted. 

Thank you for considering SES’s concerns and recommendations. 

Sincerely, 

 

Megan Van Buskirk 
Director of Policy & Communication 
Saskatchewan Environmental Society 

 
5 https://www.beyondpesticides.org/programs/wildlife 
6 https://www.pollinator.org/threats#pesticides  
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