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Biodiversity - Answers 
 
Saskatchewan’s prairie grassland – 2019 
 
Discussion 

• Is the amount of grassland in Saskatchewan increasing or decreasing? 
Decreasing 

• What is the main reason for this change? 
Conversion to cropland 

• What are some impacts that these changes have on biodiversity in Saskatchewan? 
- Many wildlife species’ populations are declining 
- Less carbon storage (loss of extensive root systems and underlying peat) 
- Less land to support grazing animals like cattle and bison 
- Loss of plant species 

• List some animals that live on prairie grasslands 
Plains bison, Pronghorn antelope, Black-footed ferret, Swift fox, Prairie rattlesnake, Burrowing 
Owl, Coyote, Ferruginous Hawk and many more 
 
Graphing 
1. Use both the Land Use line and the Annual Crop Inventory line. Based on the graph 

above, estimate the area of Saskatchewan grassland. Remember to include units in your 
answer. 
1. In 1990  42,000 km2 
2. In 2015  33,000 km2 
3. In 2000  39,000 km2 

 

Bonus: About how many km2 were there before settlers arrived? (Hint: this would be 100%) 
If 17% in 1990 is 42,000 km2, then 100% is about 250,000 km2 
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42,000 𝑘𝑘𝑚𝑚2
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𝑥𝑥 = 247,059 𝑘𝑘𝑚𝑚2 

 
𝑥𝑥 ≅ 250,000 𝑘𝑘𝑚𝑚2 

 


