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Who is ses?

ses

For 51 years, the SES, a non-profit, registered charity, has been committed to supporting sustainable 
living in Saskatchewan. We work with, and on behalf of, organizations, businesses, and policymakers 
to encourage informed decision-making that moves us towards sustainability. We undertake research 
and use educational programs, community outreach, and consultation opportunities to provide 
the people of Saskatchewan with support, information, and the tools they need to make informed 
decisions. We work together to create healthy ecosystems, livelihoods, and communities. Our work is 
carried out in Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 10. Our office is located in Saskatoon on Treaty 6 territory, 
the traditional territory of the Cree Peoples and the Homeland of the Métis Nation.
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Allyson Brady
Executive Director

In this annual report, you will read about SES’s analysis on Employment in a Sustainable Economy – the 
survey heralds good news from a variety of studies noting that employment in the areas of renewable 
energy, energy storage, energy efficiency and conservation will be our future economy. SES is seeing 
this firsthand. In addition to the usual work that we do providing reasoned policy analysis, providing 
awareness, fighting for protection of sensitive natural areas, and educating students about critical 
environmental issues, SES is experiencing tremendous growth in our energy efficiency programming. 
SES has been offering building efficiency training for about fifteen years, but, in 2021, SES expanded 
our Building Operator Training programs in southern Saskatchewan and Ontario, and we have just 
started a program to deliver this work nationally in both official languages! The increased interest in 
the past year demonstrates that there is a new keenness for energy efficiency, and SES is pleased to 
be part of it. 

While SES is focussed on solutions, we are also vigilant about issues that are diverting society away 
from dealing with the critical issues and outcomes that are achievable and sustainable. To that end, 
this past year, SES reviewed our nuclear policy to assess small modular nuclear reactors; created a 
position on the Line 5 Oil Pipeline; and participated in a creative campaign to address the provincial 
government’s tax on electric vehicles.

We started 2021 in a global pandemic and finished it in one too. While we can’t always see how or 
when we will get out of these sticky situations, we do know that that there are solutions to ‘sticky’ 
environmental problems and SES will stay on track to ensure that we achieve those outcomes. 

Thank you to our membership, donors, volunteers, and staff; thank you for all that you do to be part of 
the solution.
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SES has a small but dedicated staff that serves in a variety of capacities. 
Below are the main roles that our staff members fulfilled in 2021.

core sTaFF

Allyson Brady, B.A.   Executive Director 

Megan Van Buskirk, B.A., B.Sc.  Operations & Outreach Manager 

Ann Coxworth, M.Sc.   Research Advisor (volunteer)

Sherry Rawlyk, Business Marketing Diploma  Bookkeeper (contract)

energy conservaTion programs

Angie Bugg, P.Eng., C.E.M., B.E.   Energy Conservation Engineer

Pam Belcher, M.A. SPED   Education Coordinator

Mitchell Bauche, B.Sc.   Environmental Educator

Stephanie Streich, M.Sc., B.Sc., B.Ed.  Environmental Education Translator

Mark Feraro, ESET    Building Efficiency Coordinator

projecT coordinaTor

Zoe Arnold, B.Sc., B.Ed.   Depave Coordinator (contract)

presidenT 
Hayley Carlson, MPP, B.Sc.

vice-presidenT 
R.A. (Bob) Halliday, P.Eng.

Treasurer 
Margaret Smith, B.Sc. Hon.

Margret Asmuss, MCEd, B.A. Hon.

Ann Coxworth, M.Sc., M.A.

Leah Luciuk, B.A. & Sc.

Peter Prebble, BBA, M.Ed., MSEM

Logan Salm, J.D., B.A. 

W.J. (Bill) Wardell, Q.C.

Bert Weichel, M.Sc.

Glenn Wright, J.D., M.Sc., B.Sc., P.Eng.

Taylor-Anne Yee, J.D., B.A. Hon.

youTh aFFiliaTes

Nicholas Rousell, B.Comm. (in progress)

Sarah Valentine, B.Sc. Hon., M.D. Candidate

StaffBoard
2021 Leadership

ses

ann coxworTh environmenTal Fund commiTTee

Bob Halliday, Margaret Smith, Bert Weichel

agm planning commiTTee

Bert Weichel 

audiT & Finance commiTTee

Jennifer Coxworth, Leah Luciuk, Margaret Smith

newsleTTer commiTTee

Ann Coxworth

nominaTions commiTTee

Ann Coxworth, Bert Weichel

personnel commiTTee

Ann Coxworth, Margaret McKechney, Bert Weichel

 waTer advisors

Max Abraham, Bob Halliday, 
Murray Hidlebaugh, Dale Hjertaas, 

Peter Prebble

susTainabiliTy speakers series commiTTee

Carroll Chubb, Katya Gudkova, 
Anang Yashim

ses represenTaTives on exTernal commiTTees

Max Abraham, Angie Bugg, Ann 
Coxworth, Val Drummond, 
Joe Schmutz, Gail Stevens, 

Bert Weichel

Volunteers on ses’s Internal Committees

2021  P32021  P3



The saskaTchewan environmenTal socieTy annual reporT
sesses 2021  P4

Creating a Carbon Neutral Grid for 
Saskatchewan by 2040
Back in 2013, SES produced a report, “Yes They Can: A 2020 Vision for SaskPower.” The report 
provided basic information concerning greenhouse gas emissions in Saskatchewan and the 
SaskPower electricity generation system. In 2021, SES released a new analysis that examined and 
updated the recommendations from the 2013 report and considered how close SaskPower has 
come to meeting those recommendations. We found that very little progress had been made on 
reducing GHG emissions. Engineer, SES Vice President, and author of the report, Bob Halliday noted: 
“There is an opportunity to avoid costly overruns and stranded assets – the time is now for SaskPower 
to meet their modest greenhouse gas emission targets and to strengthen those targets. There is a 
clear and sustainable path forward to SaskPower being carbon neutral by 2040 – and it’s time to get 
on with it.” SES’s 2021 report was called “Carbon-Free Electricity in Saskatchewan.” Since this report 
was produced, SES has strengthened our policy recommendation, in which we now advocate for a 
net-zero provincial electricity grid by 2035. 

Employment in a Sustainable Economy
A common concern raised when we talk about strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
is the anticipated loss of jobs in the fossil fuel industry and a consequent rise in unemployment. In 
2021, SES undertook a review of recent studies that analyze the predicted impacts of a transition to 
a sustainable energy future on employment at a global, regional and national level. The conclusions 
in these studies are encouraging, predicting an increase in the overall net number of jobs. While 
Canada will lose some fossil fuel related jobs, more jobs will be created in renewable energy and a 
wide variety of related activities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The shift to renewable energy 
would be part of a portfolio of actions involving not only more wind and solar energy generated 
electricity, but also more energy efficiency, energy storage, and energy demand management. 

Supreme Court of Canada 
SES, along with ten other organizations, was represented in the Supreme Court of Canada case 
addressing the constitutionality of the Greenhouse Gas Pricing Pollution Act. The case initially 
began because the governments of Ontario, Saskatchewan, and Alberta challenged the federal 
government’s legal power to enact a minimum national standard for pricing greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate climate change. SES agued that Canada’s carbon tax is constitutional and 
should be upheld. And the Supreme Court of Canada agreed! 

Combatting Saskatchewan’s Electric Vehicle Tax
In 2021, SES partnered with several organizations to raise awareness of the Saskatchewan 
Government’s new $150 tax on electric vehicles. Transportation is one of the top three sectors 
contributing to greenhouse gas emissions in Saskatchewan, just after oil & gas development and 
electricity generation. Instead of supporting the global transition to cleaner transportation options, 
the Saskatchewan Government applied a disincentive. SES sought to have the tax delayed until just 
1.3% (10,500 EVs) of the light-duty vehicles on the road in the province are electric vehicles – just a 
delay of the tax until it makes financial sense and the tax revenue won’t be eaten up in government 
administrative costs. Part of this effort was a spoof campaign featuring  a “sidewalk tax” which 
peaked public and media interest and highlighted the absurdity of taxing pedestrians for sidewalk 
usage – much in the same way that the provincial government was taxing drivers of electric vehicles. 

Sustainable Energy & Climate Solutions
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Efficiency for Organizations
Since 2001, SES has been assisting non-profit organizations in Saskatoon, and occasionally in Regina, 
with energy conservation in their buildings. Through this program, an energy audit is conducted, 
and energy consumption and savings are monitored as changes are introduced. This past year, SES 
worked with Ronald McDonald House and Liberty Condominium in Saskatoon. SES has conducted 
energy audits on 89 buildings to help non-profit organizations reduce their greenhouse gas emissions 
and save money.

Building Operator Training
Rising energy costs and emissions continue to be a concern for building owners and operators. 
From lighting and heating to water use, building operators have a significant impact on the 
energy consumed in a building. SES’s Building Operator Training program introduces custodians, 
maintenance personnel, and building operators to energy conservation principles, new technologies, 
and facility retrofits that will save energy and money. Topics covered include lighting, electrical 
equipment, heating, ventilation and cooling, and water. Since 2004, in 72 sessions, 1145 attendees 
have learned about saving energy and water in their buildings in 18 communities in the province.

In 2021, SES significantly expanded our Building Operator Training programs. This past year we 
delivered our Building Operator training to about130 small business and non-profit operators in 
Saskatoon. 

SES also developed a customized Building Operator Training program for the provincial 
Government’s SaskBuilds & Procurement Department. The training is available online and on-
demand for government building operators. As well as the material normally covered in our Building 
Operator Training, this training covers additional topics, and examples specific to Government of 
Saskatchewan Buildings. 

The Toronto Community Housing Corporation (TCHC) contracted SES to customize our Building 
Operator Training program and prepare online learning sessions for those who provide low-income 
housing in Toronto. To date, SES has trained 213 TCHC operators. TCHC has contracted SES to create 
on-line training on how to operate specific TCHC equipment to maximize energy efficiency and 
tenant comfort. 

Based on SES’s successful project with the Toronto Community Housing Corporation, late in 2021 
SES began a project with the Community Housing Transformation Centre to deliver online Building 
Operator Training sessions for small-medium community housing providers across Canada. 

Southern Solutions
In 2021, SES started to deliver energy conservation programming in Estevan and Weyburn. So far, in 
this two-year endeavour, SES has delivered four on-site energy surveys in businesses: Vortex Plumbing 
& Heating and Another Round Sports Bar & Grill in Weyburn; and in Estevan, Hillside Condominiums 
and the RM of Estevan, to help them determine the best way to save money and reduce their 
greenhouse gas emissions. SES is also working with one school in each community to deliver 
education programming based on SES’s many lesson plans supporting environmental conservation. 

Sustainable Energy & Climate Solutions
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Water Protection
Depave Paradise 
A Depave Paradise project addresses the proliferation of hard surfaces in urban environments 
through the act of ripping up unused pavement and replacing it with soil and vegetation. In 2021, SES 
started planning with Walter Murray Collegiate in Saskatoon to dig up a portion of their old, unused 
tennis court. In May/June of 2022 we will hold work bees, during which volunteers “liberate the soil,” 
using hand tools to pry up the pavement. Native plants, bushes, and trees will then be planted to 
act as filters and sponges for polluted stormwater runoff. The Collegiate also hopes to plant edible 
fruit trees and other food plants to support students and the larger school community. Depave 
events raise awareness of the issues surrounding the urban water cycle, while making measurable 
environmental impacts, reducing runoff and contamination, and increasing green space and 
biodiversity.

Wetland Policy
Saskatchewan needs a comprehensive provincial wetland policy that informs all land-use 
development proposals in terms of impact on wetlands. Wetland management that is guided by 
well-developed policy can be  an effective risk management strategy to address the negative 
impacts of climate change. The governments of Alberta and Manitoba each have a wetland policy 
designed to address these risks. Saskatchewan should follow their lead and move beyond just refining 
drainage regulations. SES continues to ask the provincial government to establish an expert wetland 
policy advisory committee drawing from academic researchers and technical experts. It is hoped 
that a Saskatchewan wetland policy would provide a framework to identify, assess, and conserve 
important wetlands, while mitigating impact on others. 

Farmland Drainage and the Environment
SES co-sponsored the 3rd annual Farmland Drainage and the Environment Virtual Conference in 
late 2021. Speakers provided expertise on varying perspectives on irrigations projects, crown land 
management, wetlands and climate change, and the duty to consult.

Conservation of Biodiversity
Protection of the Northeast Swale
The Saskatoon Northeast Swale is a connected landscape of 2800 hectares representing one of the 
largest surviving fragments of natural prairie in this part of the province. The Swale is an ecologically 
diverse network of rare native prairie, riparian areas and wetlands that is home to more than 200 
plant species and more than 100 bird species as well as mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and insects. 
SES has been working, along with other groups, to protect this fragile and rare ecosystem from 
development. In 2021, SES wrapped up a year’s worth of dedicated social media posts about the 
Swale and its need for protection. You can find informative facts and pictures on Facebook, Twitter, 
or Instagram using the hashtag #SwaleSaturday.
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Reduction of Toxics
Updating our Nuclear Energy Policy
Given all the publicity about small modular nuclear reactors in the past year, SES thoughtfully 
reviewed our position statement on nuclear power. We needed to decide whether this newer 
technology, which is being vigorously promoted in Canada as a way of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, should lead to a change in our position. After reviewing the very limited potential for 
effective climate action associated with SMRs, the economics, the radioactive waste management 
issues, the routine and accidental radioactive emissions, and the weapons security issues, SES 
concluded that better, safer, and more cost-effective options for meeting our energy needs and 
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions are available. Nuclear chemist and SES Board Member, Ann 
Coxworth noted, “Fortunately Canada has much better options than SMRs for meeting our electrical 
energy needs in a climate-responsible way. Energy efficiency, renewables and energy storage 
technologies will enable us to stay clear of the many risks and huge financial drain associated with 
modular nuclear reactors, while quickly providing healthy jobs and diverse economic opportunities.”

Line 5 Oil Pipeline
SES recognizes that Enbridge’s Line 5 oil pipeline serves an important role in Saskatchewan’s and 
Canada’s economy, and that its continued operation is in the interest of all Canadians, provided 
this can be done safely. A large portion of Saskatchewan’s oil exports is transported through Line 
5, and the provinces of Ontario and Quebec rely heavily on the Line 5 oil pipeline for their energy 
security. However, SES noted our concern that, as the owner and operator of Line 5, Enbridge, a 
Canadian company, has a record of noncompliance with its Easement Agreement with the State 
of Michigan. This non-compliance stretches over many years, thereby increasing the danger that 
the 68-year-old oil pipeline poses to the Straits of Mackinac in Michigan and to the Great Lakes. 
The Straits of Mackinac connect Lake Michigan and Lake Huron, feature outstanding biodiversity, 
and are an important source of drinking water. In a press release, SES stated that the Governments 
of Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Canada should not simply be asking for Line 5 to remain open, but 
should:
• simultaneously be pressing Enbridge to greatly improve its attention to pipeline safety in the state 

of Michigan;
• ensure Enbridge’s full compliance with every element of its Easement Agreement with the State of 

Michigan;
• move forward as quickly as possible with constructing its proposed tunnel underneath the Straight 

of Mackinac that would house a new segment of the Line 5 oil pipeline, allowing the two existing 
segments of the line that sit near the bottom of the lakebed to be shut down, eliminating the risk 
of the pipeline’s rupture. 

Fossil Fuels
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School Programs

ses

Student Action for a Sustainable Future
Student Action for a Sustainable Future (SASF) is a City of Saskatoon initiative that is coordinated by 
the SES. SASF is an action and inquiry project that has, for the past eight years, been for grade five 
to grade eight students in Saskatoon. In 2021, SES expanded the program to include high schools 
as well. SES, along with program partners, offers expertise in auditing and program action to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Students work on projects in the areas of energy, water, waste, food, 
transportation, and biodiversity. Since 2013, the SASF program has involved 110 teachers, 60 schools 
and approximately 2500 students from both Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools and Saskatoon 
Public Schools. SASF provides students with knowledge of environmental processes and systems, all 
while encouraging development of personal and civic responsibility in these important issues. 

Other Environmental Education in Schools
SES provides several classroom-based environmental programs, including our Destination 
Conservation Saskatchewan workshops, and presentations like “The Power of One” – climate change 
and taking action, and “Carbon Pricing” – how a price on carbon works across the economy to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Each year, SES creates many new learning resources. In 2021, SES 
was able to translate 22 additional resources and 3 teaching videos to French. All our resources are 
free for download, and a province-wide resource mail-out regularly updates teachers about SES 
programs, classroom supports, and learning resources. SES also attends teacher conferences and 
provides presentations and resources for educators at these events.

"Just wanted to say a huge thank you for having us ... in the program. We were very fortunate to be able 
to put together so many of the cool projects that we did. And without the funding and support from 
SASF, I know these learning opportunities would not have been possible. The health and wellbeing of 

students along with the amazing opportunities to learn how to bring nature into our classrooms is so vital 
to my teaching experience. I truly believe this learning is valuable, much more so than any text could 
ever share and it instills opportunities that students will remember. I feel like given the circumstances 

surrounding COVID this year, these hands-on projects really helped students manage their mental health 
and gave them something to look forward to throughout the days and weeks." 

— Dustin Stupnikoff, Teacher, St. Augustine Elementary School
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In the Community
Sustainability Speakers Series
SES partners with the Saskatoon Public Library to put on environmentally themed presentations that 
are free for the public. Since the pandemic, the series has been online and available to a broader 
audience. The series has hosted speakers on forests & climate, plastics & recycling, Saskatchewan 
electricity, uranium, and carbon pricing.

And all the rest
In addition to all the major issues we tackle, such as advancing climate solutions or protecting our 
water systems, and the hands-on projects we do, such as working on building efficiency to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions or rehabilitating formerly paved areas, we are also doing numerous 
other smaller activities to move us towards sustainability, such as: writing editorials for newspapers; 
responding daily to requests for information about environmental issues in our province and 
country; commenting to the media; meeting with government officials; guest speaking at a variety 
of public events; and supporting many other organizations in their efforts to adopt and promote 
sustainability. In 2021, SES answered many media requests on topics such as: Alberta coal policy, 
small modular nuclear reactors and nuclear waste, Lake Diefenbaker irrigation project, water 
management, supreme court carbon pricing case, provincial budget, Line 5 Oil Pipeline, changes 
to the Saskatchewan Government’s climate change plans, job transitioning for fossil fuel workers, 
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, grasslands, oil & gas regulations, 
Saskatchewan’s EV Tax, and the climate emergency.
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Ann Coxworth Environmental Fund
The Ann Coxworth Environmental (ACE) Fund was created by an anonymous donor who wanted 
to honour the significant contributions and years of service of SES volunteer, Ann Coxworth. The ACE 
Fund is to be used to provide small grants to support environmental leadership development. In 2021, 
the ACE Fund provided $1000 towards training and education in communication & environmental 
education, and another $500 towards the Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable 
Development recognition event. 

2021 Project Partners & Event Sponsors
Affinity Credit Union
Canadian Heritage – Government of Canada’s 
Youth Skills Strategy

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
City of Saskatoon 
Community Housing Transformation Centre
ECO Canada
Green Communities Canada

Nutrien
Saskatoon Co-op
SaskBuilds & Procurement
South Saskatchewan Community Foundation – 
G. Murray and Edna Forbes Foundation Fund

Toronto Community Housing Corporation
Trottier Family Foundation 
University of Saskatchewan

2021 Annual Report Contributors
Pam Belcher, Allyson Brady, Angie Bugg, Ann Coxworth, Ewen Coxworth, Bob Halliday, Murray 
Hidlebaugh, Peter Prebble, Megan Van Buskirk

2021 Fundraising
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Rubbish Roundup 2021
Wildernook Fresh Air Learning chose SES as the recipient of the revenue from their Rubbish Roundup 
for 2021. For every person who participated by cleaning up litter in a green or naturalized space in 
Saskatchewan for at least one hour between April 24-27, event sponsors EcoFriendly Sask and Launne 
Kalla of Do More Good donated $10 to SES. The event contributed $4,615 to SES!

Sarcan Drop & Go
Donors in Saskatoon & Regina have been contributing to the SES through the SARCAN Drop & Go 
beverage container recycle deposit program since the Drop & Go initiative started in 2018. Since it 
started, donors have raised $2,539!

Coffee Fundraising
$3,480 was raised from SES members purchasing organic, shade grown, fair-trade coffee through an 
SES volunteer who donates the profits to SES. 
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