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Who is ses?
For 50 years, the SES, a non-profit, registered charity, has been committed to supporting sustainable
living in Saskatchewan. We work with, and on behalf of, organizations, businesses, and policymakers
to encourage informed decision-making that moves us towards sustainability. We undertake research
and use educational programs, community outreach, and consultation opportunities to provide
the people of Saskatchewan with support, information, and the tools they need to make informed
decisions. We work together to create healthy ecosystems, livelihoods, and communities. Our work
encompasses Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 10. Our office is located in Saskatoon on Treaty 6 territory,
the traditional territory of the Cree Peoples and the Homeland of the Métis Nation.

A message from ses’s President
SES stepped into 2020 with grand plans. It was our 50th anniversary and we were going to
celebrate it with style. Thanks to a hard-working and creative committee, concerts, picnics,
restaurant tours and other events were planned. We wanted to celebrate our past, but also to
generate enthusiasm (and some funds!) for the work that lies ahead of us.
Then COVID-19 happened. Our anniversary celebrations had to be drastically cut back
and the way that we work changed overnight. Presentations and in-person meetings were
cancelled. Projects were abruptly ended. Our fundraising plans, many of which hinged on
our anniversary celebrations, had to be dropped. But, as Albert Einstein said, “In the middle of
every difficulty lies opportunity.” Despite the difficulties it presented to our work, COVID-19 also
created new opportunities.
In terms of SES’s work, new possibilities emerged. For instance, the Caring Sustainably for
Saskatchewan Webinar Series had originally been planned as a conference. Its metamorphosis
to a webinar series allowed us to bring in a wider diversity of speakers and reach a wider
audience than might have been the case with an in-person conference. Similarly, in 2020
SES refocused our Kindergarten to grade 12 education efforts on creating clear and simple
learning resources for students to use at home with limited support from teachers. These
are only two examples of how 2020 challenged us to broaden our reach while remaining
anchored in one place.
We have also seen shifts in society at large. People are starting to understand that ignoring
science puts us at peril. Insight into the inadequacy of our emergency preparedness has
surfaced. People are learning to enjoy the nature they have on their doorstep rather than
feeling they have to seek adventure elsewhere in the world. People are learning that change
is possible if the reasons for it are compelling. For some, COVID-19 has freed up time to reflect
on big picture questions. If we grasp the opportunity, these shifts in perception provide fertile
ground for moving toward sustainable living in Saskatchewan.
We started the year hoping that our 50th anniversary celebrations would propel us into the
future. We had to cancel the party, but some of the opportunities that have emerged from
2020 have the potential to support our work in ways that we have not yet even imagined.
Thank you to all of our staff, volunteers, and supporters for helping SES make it through a very
difficult year.
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2020 Leadership

Board Staff
president

Margret Asmuss, B.A. Hon., MCEd
vice-president

R.A. (Bob) Halliday, P.Eng.

treasurer

Margaret Smith, B.Sc. Hon.

SES has a small but dedicated part-time staff that serves in a variety of capacities.
Below are the main roles that our staff members fulfilled in 2020.

core staff

Allyson Brady, B.A.			
Megan Van Buskirk, B.A., B.Sc.		
Ann Coxworth, M.Sc.			
Sherry Rawlyk, Business Marketing Diploma

Executive Director
Operations & Outreach Manager
Research Advisor (volunteer)
Bookkeeper (contract)

energy conservation programs

Hayley Carlson, MPP, B.Sc.
Ann Coxworth, M.Sc.
Leah Luciuk, B.A. & Sc.
Tracey Mitchell, B.A.
Peter Prebble, BBA, M.Ed., MSEM
Logan Salm, J.D., B.A.
W.J. (Bill) Wardell, QC
Bert Weichel, M.Sc.
Taylor-Anne Yee, J.D., B.A. Hon.

Angie Bugg, B.E., P.Eng., C.E.M.		
Pam Belcher, M.A. SPED			

Energy Conservation Coordinator
Education Coordinator

project coordinator

Pablo Rodriguez, M.W.S., M.EnvSc.		

Climate Change Coordinator

youth affiliate

Nicholas Rousell, B.Comm. (in progress)

Volunteers on ses’s Internal Committees
50th Year Fundraising Committee
Hayley Carlson, Noelle Chorney,
Sean Homenick, Margaret
McKechney, Bonnie Mihalicz,
Tracey Mitchell, Jeff Montgomery,
Judy Montgomery, Cathy Watts
Water Advisors
Max Abraham, Bob Halliday,
Murray Hidlebaugh, Peter Prebble
Sustainability Speakers Series Committee
Carroll Chubb, Katya Gudkova,
Gail Stevens, Anang Yashim

Ann Coxworth Environmental Fund Committee
Bob Halliday, Margaret Smith, Bert Weichel
AGM Planning Committee
Bert Weichel
Audit & Finance Committee
Ann Coxworth, Jennifer Coxworth, Margaret Smith
Newsletter Committee
Ann Coxworth
Nominations Committee
Ann Coxworth, Bert Weichel
Personnel Committee
Ann Coxworth, Margaret McKechney, Bert Weichel
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Sustainable Energy & Climate Solutions
SES has given high priority to the climate change problem and to strengthening local and national
efforts to tackle this issue. SES action on climate change includes energy conservation and
renewable energy projects, public education events, and active participation in consultation
opportunities with all levels of government. Due to the pandemic in 2020, SES focused its climate
work on reviewing government documents and responding to those; and in establishing and
strengthening partnerships and relations on climate action with other environmental and nonenvironmental organizations, particularly in Saskatoon and Regina. SES also worked with these groups
to raise awareness of climate change issues in the 2020 municipal and provincial elections.

Renewable Rides

SES wrapped up its 2.5-year Renewable Rides project in 2020. This project aimed to highlight the
opportunities for electric vehicles powered by renewable energy. This project was a first in many
ways: it was the first car-share co-op in Canada to have electric vehicles powered by 100% solar
energy; and it was the first test of Virtual Net Metering in Saskatoon (where the energy generated at
the solar installation flows “virtually” through the Saskatoon Light & Power grid to power the vehicles
at their 5 different charging locations). In 2020, we moved one of the 5 electric vehicles to a new host
location at Brainsport – a running/walking apparel store in Saskatoon.

Saskatchewan Low Carbon Stories

In 2020, SES wrapped up our Low Carbon Stores project. We started this project in 2019, during
which SES gathered stories of Saskatchewan people taking actions against the climate crisis in
their own way. Those profiled are making changes to their businesses, farms, and communities and
are demonstrating that lowering greenhouse gas emissions makes sense economically as well as
environmentally. SES selected 5 stories in the areas of Bladworth, Kronau, Minton, Nipawin, and
the Village of Green Lake. In 2019 and the first quarter of 2020, we made presentations on these
interesting stories throughout the province to show how Saskatchewanians are making a difference.
The stories continue to be available on the SES website.
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SES guides the City of North Battleford on energy conservation
initiatives over a 2-year period. The first year of the project
achieved $18,000 of savings. In the second year, the City
saved $44,000 in utility bills in eleven municipal buildings. These
savings represent a 15% reduction in electrical use and a 17%
reduction in natural gas use.
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Water Protection
Critiquing Massive Irrigation Plan

In 2020, the Government of Saskatchewan announced that work would begin immediately on a $4
billion plan to irrigate an additional 500,000 acres (200,000 ha) of land from Lake Diefenbaker over
a 10-year period, doubling the irrigable land in the province. SES raised many concerns with the
project, including:
• a significant reduction in downstream flows from lake Diefenbaker that would result in a reduction
in clean energy produced at hydroelectric facilities.
• a reduction in summer flows that could affect water quality and riparian ecosystems, leading
to degraded water-based recreational and tourism opportunities in Saskatoon and other
downstream communities. Fisheries resources in downstream reservoirs could also be affected.
• decreased flows affecting the Saskatchewan River delta - the largest inland freshwater delta
in North America, featuring an enormously productive ecosystem and is an internationallydesignated Important Bird Area.
• potential wetland loss, changes in riparian habitat, and erosion, plus nutrient and contaminant
mobilization in the areas to the west and north of Lake Diefenbaker and upper Qu’Appelle river
basin.
SES called for a comprehensive federal and provincial Environmental Impact Assessment of the
project, as well as extensive public consultation.

Biodiversity
Protection of the Northeast Swale

The Saskatoon Northeast Swale is a connected landscape of 2800 hectares representing one of the
largest surviving fragments of natural prairie in this part of the province. The Swale is an ecologically
diverse network of rare native prairie, riparian areas and wetlands that is home to more than 200
plant species and more than 100 bird species as well as mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and insects.
SES has been working, along with other groups, to protect this fragile and rare ecosystem from
development. In 2020, the SES partnered with Department of Geography & Planning at the University
of Saskatchewan to create #SwaleSaturday – in which SES makes informative posts on several social
media channels about the need to protect the swale.

SES is thrilled when Mistik Management Ltd. achieves the
first Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified forest lands in
Saskatchewan. SES worked with Mistik for more than three years
in their efforts to achieve FSC certification.
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Environmental Governance

Addressing Environmental Legislation Rollback

SES wrote to the Treasury Board of Canada and the Minster of Environment & Climate Change to
express our concern about the request from 20 industrial associations to roll-back environmental
regulations during Covid-19. SES acknowledged that the current situation requires many
unprecedented societal decisions – however we encouraged the government to recognise
that environmental regulations are in place to protect the public good and that adding further
environmental damage to the problems already facing the global community, was not a good idea.
SES strongly urged the government of Canada to not relax regulation compliance, particularly as it
pertains to air pollution, as globally 4.2 million premature deaths are linked to ambient air pollution.
Excusing the release of air pollution in the middle of a pandemic that causes severe breathing
difficulties and respiration failure would be highly irresponsible.

Supporting Carbon Pricing

SES, along with ten other organizations, are represented in the Supreme Court of Canada case
addressing the constitutionality of the Greenhouse Gas Pricing Pollution Act. The case initially
began because the governments of Ontario, Saskatchewan, and Alberta challenged the federal
government’s legal power to enact a minimum national standard for pricing greenhouse gas
emissions to mitigate climate change. SES argues that the Canada’s carbon tax is constitutional and
should be upheld. Quoting SES Board Member Peter Prebble, “Putting a price on the pollutants that
cause climate change is one essential element of any global effort to effectively tackle the problem.
It is a tool by which to protect the right of present and future generations to a secure future.” The
case is still ongoing.

Environmental Initiatives in Federal Throne
Speech

In a press release in the Fall of 2020, SES welcomed several of the Government of Canada’s Throne
Speech commitments on the environment. As only 10% of Saskatchewan’s land area has protected
status, SES was pleased to see an intention to protect one-quarter of Canada’s land and oceans in
the next five years. SES highlighted the southern part of the Great Sand Hills (the largest remaining
block of native prairie in Canada), and the Saskatchewan portion of the Saskatchewan River
Delta (the largest inland delta in North America) as prime candidates for protection. Also noting
that there are few provincial government programs to promote home energy efficiency retrofits or
retrofits in the commercial sector, SES supports the federal plan to create thousands of new jobs by
helping homeowners and businesses to undertake energy efficiency retrofits, while at the same time
cutting greenhouse gas emissions. SES was also pleased to see federal support for low-emissions
vehicles, and a Clean Power fund that that will connect regions of Canada that have surplus clean
power to regions transitioning away from coal. Saskatchewan’s pollution levels are presently 3.5
times the Canadian average and nine times the global average, for our population size. SES urged
the provincial government to fully cooperate on the more ambitious climate action of the federal
government.
ses
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Reduction of Toxics
Reviewing Uranium Mill & Mine Remediation

The Cluff Lake uranium mine and mill site in north-western Saskatchewan produced uranium
from 1980 to 2002. Since then, mine & mill owner Orano Canada Inc. has been working at
decommissioning the contaminated site, with the intention of handing over responsibility for on-going
monitoring and maintenance to the Province of Saskatchewan. SES reviewed decommissioning
reports which outlined site areas with significant contamination concerns, especially the tailings
area which has been leaking contaminants into the groundwater, which is traveling downstream. SES
created the report “Decommissioning the Cluff Lake Tailings Management Area: A Critical Reflection
by the Saskatchewan Environmental Society”, which available on the SES website.

SES assesses the disposal concepts of high-level nuclear waste
and contends that information currently available cannot
demonstrate that it is possible to safely dispose of high-level
nuclear wastes in any way which would not require on-going
care from future generations.

2006

1996

SES begins a six-year household engagement project that helps
Saskatonians reduce pesticide usage in their lawns & gardens.
The project provides targeted information for specific pests
and obtains commitment from thousands of households to go
pesticide-free.
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Energy Conservation
School Programs

SES has been running interesting, outcome-based environmental education programs in
Saskatchewan schools for decades. Due to the pandemic in 2020, schools were closed from March
through June, and SES refocused education efforts on creating clear and simple learning resources
for students to use at home with limited support from teachers. In the Spring and Fall of 2020,
although our Smarter Science Better Buildings program had to be cancelled for Covid-19 reasons, the
rest of our school programs re-started in September with more online content and a renewed thirst
from teachers to re-engage with our award-winning, curriculum-based materials.

Student Action for a Sustainable Future

Student Action for a Sustainable Future (SASF) is an action and inquiry project for grade five to eight
students in Saskatoon. Funded by the City of Saskatoon, SES coordinates the program and along
with program partners, offers expertise in auditing and program action to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Students work on projects in the areas of energy, water, waste, food, transportation, and
biodiversity. Since 2013, the SASF program has involved: 84 teachers, 54 schools and approximately
2100 students from both Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools and Saskatoon Public Schools. SASF
provides students with knowledge of environmental processes and systems, all while encouraging
development of personal and civic responsibility in these important issues.

Other Environmental Education in Schools

SES provides several classroom-based environmental programs, including our Destination
Conservation Saskatchewan workshops, and presentations like “The Power of One” – climate
change and taking action, and “Carbon Pricing” – how a price on carbon works across the
economy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Despite the pandemic in 2020, SES was able to
deliver environmental education programming in the Fall to high school Environmental Science 20
classes. Each year, SES creates many new learning resources. In 2020, this included French language
translations of energy and water audits, composting, and waste lessons. All our resources are free for
download, and a province-wide resource mail-out regularly updates teachers about SES programs,
classroom supports, and learning resources.

SES launches the Boreal Watershed Monitoring Project.
Students from six northern schools participate in workshops
and water monitoring in their communities. Workshops include
local Indigenous knowledge from Elders, inquiry about
watersheds, and the issues affecting healthy water systems.
This program runs for four years.

ses
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Energy Conservation

Efficiency for Organizations

Since 2001, SES has been assisting non-profit organizations in Saskatoon, and more recently in Regina,
with energy conservation in their buildings. Through this program, an energy audit is conducted,
and energy consumption and savings are monitored as changes are introduced. This past year, SES
worked with the Muslim Council of Saskatchewan, Cress Housing, Cooperative D’Habitation Villa
Bonheur, all of Saskatoon; and the John Howard Society in Regina. SES has conducted energy audits
on 87 buildings to help non-profit organizations reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and save
money.

Building Operator Training

Rising energy costs and emissions continue to be a concern for building owners and operators across
the province. From lighting and heating to water use, building operators have a significant impact on
the energy consumed in a building. SES’s Building Operator Training program introduces custodians,
maintenance personnel, and building operators to energy conservation principles, new technologies,
and facility retrofits that will save energy and money. Topics covered include lighting, electrical
equipment, heating, ventilation and cooling, and water. In 2020, SES delivered our Building Operator
Training program to 29 small business and non-profit operators in Saskatoon. Since 2004, in 66 sessions,
1014 attendees have learned about saving energy and water in their buildings in 18 communities in
the province.

SES’s “Rural Environmental Advocacy Project” allows us
to provide support services for individuals and community
groups in rural and small-town Saskatchewan who seek
action on local, environmental concerns. SES helps groups
in Minton, Cypress Hills, Great Sand Hills, Tisdale, and Hudson
Bay determine and research issues, build contacts and
connections, search for avenues of action, and help develop
advocacy skills.

2015

2002

SES develops Saskatchewan’s first renewable energy
cooperative, the SES Solar Co-operative, allowing people
to invest on a relatively small-scale to build solar systems
that have better overall economies of scale than would be
possible on any single residential installation. SES also develops
a Renewable Energy Toolkit.
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In the Community
Sustainability Speakers Series /
Caring Sustainably for Saskatchewan

SES partners with the Saskatoon Public Library to put on environmentally-themed presentations
that are free for the public. In March 2020, when the pandemic hit, the library closed, cancelling
the rest of our scheduled Sustainable Speaker Series. SES adapted to create and host on an online
12-presentation series in partnership with the Caring Sustainably for Saskatchewan Collaboration.
Thousands of viewers saw our twenty-seven speakers, who spoke on a variety of sustainability issues
in our province. The Sustainable Speakers Series with the library re-started online in September 2020.

And all the rest

In addition to all the major issues we tackle, such as advancing climate solutions, or protecting
our water systems; or the hands-on projects we do, such as working with Saskatchewanians to
highlight their actions in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, we are also doing numerous other
smaller activities to move us towards sustainability. In 2020, that meant moving online to provide vital
information to the public on environmental issues. It also meant engaging with our members, donors,
and the public in socially distanced ways. But we still carried out many of our activities, such as:
writing editorials for newspapers; responding daily to requests for information about environmental
issues in our province and country; commenting to the media; meeting with government officials;
guest speaking at a variety of public events (online); and supporting many other organizations in their
efforts to adopt and promote sustainability.

Thank you to our members
& donors for supporting
SES’s work in 2020!

ses
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2020 Fundraising
50 in 50 Campaign

In celebration of SES’s 50th year, two generous donors matched donations made during 2020
up to a total of $50,000. The campaign raised a total of $102,282 towards our work protecting
Saskatchewan’s clean water, fresh air, diverse wildlife, and special biodiversity!

50th Anniversary Music Series

Four musical concerts were organized as a fundraiser to celebrate SES’s 50th anniversary. Two
concerts with local artists were held in Saskatoon, but due to Covid-19, the remaining two concerts
had to be cancelled. In response, a mini online concert was created with the two remaining artists.
The fundraiser raised $7,500 for SES work!

Coffee Fundraising

$3,480 was raised from SES members purchasing organic, shade grown, fair-trade coffee through an
SES volunteer who donates the profits to SES.

Ann Coxworth Environmental Fund
The Ann Coxworth Environmental (ACE) Fund was created by an anonymous donor who wanted
to honour the significant contributions and years of service of SES volunteer, Ann Coxworth. The ACE
Fund is to be used to provide small grants to support environmental leadership development. In 2020,
the ACE Fund provided $1000 towards training and education in communications & environmental
education.

2020 Project Partners & Event Sponsors
Affinity Credit Union
Cherry Insurance
City of Saskatoon
Environment & Climate Change Canada
Deb Hopkins & Tim Quigley
Knott den Hollander law firm

KPMG
Orano Canada
University of Saskatchewan
Wardell Gillis law firm
Western Economic Diversification Canada

2020 Annual Report Contributors
Margret Asmuss, Pam Belcher, Allyson Brady, Angie Bugg, Ann Coxworth, Bob Halliday, Peter Prebble,
Pablo Rodriguez, Megan Van Buskirk, Taylor-Anne Yee
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The Saskatchewan
Environmental Society is
working towards a world in
which all needs are
met in sustainable ways.
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