
Classes were right in the busiest time of their projects, doing education and action, compiling data, 
and preparing for a large public Showcase of their work when schools closed in mid-March as a 
result of COVID-19. The Student Action for a Sustainable Future (SASF) committee are so proud of 
all of the work students were doing in the areas of energy, water, waste, food, transportation and 
biodiversity. Here are a few photos of some of this great, creative work. For more information on the 
SASF program: environmentalsociety.ca/programs/k-12-school-programs/sasf
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5 Light Bulbs is an SES project in which students 
identify the 5 biggest energy using light bulbs in 
their homes and change them out with LED light 
bulbs provided by SES. Small groups of students 
in four SASF schools took on this challenge, 
changing out over 100 bulbs to save energy and 
money. They tracked the energy, the lights used, 
and the time the lights were on to change both 
the technology and their behaviour to reduce 
electricity and greenhouse gas emissions.

Waste audits at several schools showed that 
single use plastics make up a significant amount 
of garbage. These students were in the first step 
of their reduction project – finding out what kind 
of single use plastics students were bringing to 
school in their lunches every day. They created 
presentations and went class to class providing 
alternatives and solutions to this issue, focusing not 
only on the waste, but on the problem of plastic 
pollution in our waterways and the effect this has 
on the creatures that live in or near the water.

As a first step in learning about how to reduce 
food waste at their school by composting organic 
waste, these students made jars of compost 
and studied them over a month as the organic 
materials broke down into a rich soil amendment. 
(see their jars above)
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Field trips make up an important part of the SASF program. 
Students visit many organizations and out of school spaces 
to investigate the topics of energy, water, waste, food, 
transportation and biodiversity. These students visited Saskatoon 
Light and Power to learn more about how SLP provides 
electricity to Saskatoon.

When it comes to transportation, there are two 
ways students help to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. They walk to school if they are able 
and they promote Idle-Free Zones near their 
schools. These students posted the signs as part 
of a plan to educate parents and caregivers to 
turn off vehicle engines.

With the topic of food security, these students 
focused on growing lettuce, carrots and 
other vegetables at school. They connected 
Indigenous traditional knowledge and 
sustainable practice to the preparation of the 
foods they fished, gathered and grew.

Once schools were closed, SES refocused education efforts 
on creating clear and simple learning resources for students 
to use at home with limited support from teachers. See the 
resources here: environmentalsociety.ca/resources/teachers/
for-students-at-home


