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Saskatoon hotels:  
Save money, water,  

and the environment!

How can we help your business?
The City of Saskatoon’s Be 
Water Wise program supports 
water conservation. 

Similar programs in other 
Canadian cities have been 
highly successful in assisting 
businesses to reduce their water bills, typically by 
30% to 50%. In a few instances, the achieved water 
savings have been greater than 80%.

All sectors play a role in helping Saskatoon achieve 
this goal, but the commercial, industrial and 
institutional sector has an especially important role to 
play, as it accounts for almost half of municipal water 
consumption.

Water conservation produces many benefits, including 
utility savings for water users, enhanced business 
image, and community-wide benefits such as reduced 
energy use in water treatment and deferred capital 
costs for municipal infrastructure.

To help businesses increase their water efficiency,  
Be Water Wise is implementing a pilot project in  
which the Saskatchewan Environmental Society (SES) 
will conduct water audits in four Saskatoon hotels  
at no charge. Adapted from the Victoria Capital Regional District

How do I apply?
For more information, or to apply to participate:

Angie Bugg, P.Eng.,  
Saskatchewan Environmental Society 
angieb@environmentalsociety.ca 
306.227.1270 
environmentalsociety.ca/programs/be-water-wise

Receive a FREE water and energy audit  
with follow up support:

• Make changes that reduce  
water and energy costs

• Increase your green rating
• Improve customer satisfaction

Apply now! Limited 
spaces

This pilot will be used to test the effectiveness of water 
audits in Saskatoon, determine what rebates or incentives 
may be appropriate, and inform the development of an 
ongoing program. 



How it Works
The audit starts with a review of the facility’s water and 
energy consumption. We will collect basic information on 
your hotel, including the fl oor area, number of guest rooms, 
and other amenities. 

On-site work includes a thorough tour of the building. 
An inventory of primary water- and energy-consuming 
equipment, and data on water consumption by specifi c 
equipment will be prepared. Staff interviews will be 
conducted to provide further information. 

A senior staff person, such as the Facility Manager, will be 
asked to accompany the auditors during the on-site work. 
This is to ensure effi cient communication during the audit, 
and to maximize the value of the audit to you. 

Finally, after analyzing the data and developing 
recommendations, we will prepare a report and meet with 
you to discuss the fi ndings. While these audits will focus 
on water use, information on reducing gas and electricity 
consumption will also be provided. A follow-up meeting 
will be held with senior hotel staff to discuss how to move 
forward with recommendations that can enable you to 
reduce your water and energy bills. Making the Business Case

Today, businesses are working hard to ensure natural 
resources are used effi ciently while developing a reputation 
within the community as responsible corporate citizens. 

Improving effi ciency makes good economic sense. 
Replacing old, ineffi cient fi xtures and equipment can 
provide quick payback periods due to reduced operating 
and maintenance costs. As environmental consciousness 
grows, so do travellers’ expectations of hotels’ sustainable 
initiatives.

The hospitality industry is playing a leading role in 
sustainability through programs like the Green Key Eco-
Rating Program, and Tourism Saskatoon’s Green Stem 
program. Taking advantage of this opportunity to obtain 
a free professional water and energy audit complements 
participation in these programs.

Case Study:
Confederation Inn, Saskatoon
Since purchasing the Confederation Inn in 2006, 
Brian Sawatzky has found many ways to reduce 
his facility’s water consumption. He began with 
easy, inexpensive changes, installing faucet 
aerators and low-fl ow shower heads in every room 
for $5 each. Then he replaced a water-cooled 
refrigeration system with an air-cooled unit — an 
investment of $40,000, but one that paid for itself 
in a year and-a-half. Toilets were next, with low- or 
dual-fl ush fi xtures installed in 80% of the rooms 
so far, at a cost of about $200 each. He is now 
replacing urinals with waterless models (at $500 
each). In return for a total cost of $47,900, Brian 
has seen his water and sewage bills decrease 
by $60,000 a year, almost 70%. And he’s saving 
enough water to fi ll the Shaw Centre Competitive 
Pool fi ve and-a-half times each year.  

When asked why he has 
made these changes, he 
explains, “Thinking green 
is not only good for Mother 
Nature, it’s good for business. 
By keeping our costs down, 
we can keep client costs 
down.” He feels good about all the ways he has 
been able to improve the environment, while at the 
same time cutting his expenses substantially.

“…water and 
sewage bills 

decrease 
by $60,000 

a year…”


