
Reducing gHg emissions in tHe tRanspoRtation sectoR: 
Recommendations foR the GoveRnment of saskatchewan 

1. As a starting point, establish financial incentives to encourage the purchase of hybrid 
vehicles and ultra-fuel-efficient vehicles. This could be done by offering modest rebates at 
the time of vehicle purchase.

2. Incentivize the purchase of electric vehicles and the installation of solar panels for vehicle 
charging purposes. In Canadian provinces with a large hydro resource, electric vehicles can 
operate with very low greenhouse gas emissions. However, because the Saskatchewan grid 
is so heavily dominated by fossil fuels, electric vehicles in Saskatchewan still have a significant 
carbon footprint. Fortunately, this can be sharply reduced by charging electric vehicles using 
renewable power installations. 

3. One of the least costly means by which the Saskatchewan government could reduce 
emissions would be to reduce speed limits on provincial highways. A speed limit reduction on 
Saskatchewan divided highways to 100 km per hour would result in an emissions reduction for 
‘divided highway travel’ of at least 15%. It is also likely to reduce the frequency and severity 
of injuries caused by vehicle collisions. To be effective, any speed limit reduction would need 
to be properly enforced.

4. Another low-cost initiative would be a province-wide anti-idling campaign that 
discourages vehicle idling during the spring, summer and fall months. Except during cold 
winter conditions, vehicle idling is a waste of energy resources and a completely avoidable 
source of greenhouse gas emissions. Municipalities across Saskatchewan should be 
encouraged to adopt bylaws to restrict idling when outdoor temperatures are above 0°C.

5. Encourage the use of engine idle time limiters by private sector trucking companies and 
bus lines. The Prairie Resilience strategy includes a reference to increasing the use of idle time 
limiters in government trucks in order to reduce fuel usage, but there is no proposal in the 
document to encourage the use of idle time limiters in the private sector.

6. Require speed limiters on commercial trucks and set a maximum speed limit for trucks 
on divided highways. Although many trucking companies are installing speed limiters, many 
others are not doing so.  

7. In addition to reducing energy consumption in the trucking industry, work with the federal 
government and with private sector wholesalers and retailers to increase commercial 
shipping by rail. Shipping goods by rail is at least three times more energy efficient than 
shipping them by truck.

Transportation accounts for 14% of greenhouse gas 
emissions in Saskatchewan. 
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8. Re-establish inter-city bus service in Saskatchewan. The unfortunate decision in 2017 
to shut down the publicly owned Saskatchewan Transportation Company is forcing 
Saskatchewan residents to rely even more heavily on cars for travel between communities. 
The decision is also making intercity travel very difficult for low income residents (who may 
not be able to afford to own a car) and those unable to drive due to poor health or a 
disability. 

9. Encourage large employers to provide their own bus service to worksites, rather than 
having each employee drive their own vehicle. Some European jurisdictions have had 
success with this. In Saskatchewan, K & S Potash Canada provides a bus service from north 
Regina to its Bethune facility. As a starting point, the Saskatchewan government should 
open discussions with owners of large industrial facilities in Saskatchewan, many of which are 
located in rural areas, to see if they would be willing to provide a similar service as part of 
their plant’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction strategy.

10. Provide targeted funding to towns and cities in Saskatchewan to support municipal 
infrastructure that supports walking, cycling, and other forms of active transportation that 
have no associated greenhouse gas emissions.  

11. Provide financing to accelerate strategic investments in improved in-city bus service. 
Such improvements would lead to reduced use of cars in Saskatchewan’s larger cities. 
Saskatchewan is unusual among provinces in not providing provincial government 
support for urban public transportation. Although the Saskatchewan government provides 
municipalities with annual funding, none of it is specifically targeted for greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction. Targeted provincial funding to help reduce transport emissions in urban 
centres would be very timely.
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Source: “Prairie Resilience” is Not Enough, Peter Prebble, Margret Asmuss, Ann 
Coxworth and Bob Halliday, Saskatchewan Environmental Society, December 
2018.  

Read the Saskatchewan Environmental Society’s other 
recommendations for the Government of Saskatchewan at: 
www.environmentalsociety.ca


