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ENERGY CAMPAIGN 
Turn it Off- Vehicle Engines  
 
Idling vehicles produce CO2 and other emissions that are hard on our breathing 
and hard on the environment.  Turning off your engine if idling more than 10 
seconds (except in traffic) saves fuel and reduces emissions. This campaign 
targets drivers waiting to pick up students from school. 
 
Pre-Campaign Audit 
Ask a number of students/parents and staff the following questions. Summarize 
the answers in the space below. 
 
1. Do you/your parents idle your vehicle while waiting to pick up someone from 
school? 
Number of yes answers______________ Number of no answers ____________ 
 
2. What are the main reasons for idling your vehicle while waiting to pick 
someone up from school? 
 
3. What could be done to help people remember to turn off their vehicle engine 
while waiting to pick someone up from school? 
 
 
Use the chart below or create your own to monitor the number of cars idling 
near the school. Record the total number of vehicles waiting, the number which 
are idling, and how long each is idling for. (A good time to check: from 15 
minutes before school is dismissed to 15 minutes after) 
 
Date:____________________Time:_______________Temperature:___________________ 
 
Vehicle (make/colour) Is it Idling? If yes, for how long? 
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Monitoring 
During the campaign, use the chart below to monitor vehicle idling. In small 
groups, with a teacher or parent present, approach vehicles waiting to pick up 
students at your school: 

• Ask them to turn off their engine while waiting, and offer them information 
on vehicle idling, or 

• Thank them for turning off their engine and offer them information on 
vehicle idling, and 

• Record their comments on the chart. 
 
Date:____________________Time:_______________Temperature:__________________ 
   
Vehicle (make/colour) Is it Idling? Driver Comments 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
Post Campaign Audit 
Ask a number of students/parents and staff the following questions. Summarize 
the answers in the space below. 
 
1. Were you aware of the Turn it Off- Vehicle Engines campaign? 
Number of yes answers ______________ Number of no answers_____________ 
 
2. Which of the following were effective at getting across the message to “turn 
off vehicle engine while waiting”? 

• Assembly 
• School newsletter information 
• Posters 
• Being approached by a student while in your vehicle 
• Posted “no idling” sign 
• Other ________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What types of reminders would assist you to continue to “turn off vehicle 
engine while waiting”? 
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Use the pre-campaign audit chart to monitor the number of cars idling near the 
school. Record the total number of vehicles waiting, the number which are 
idling, and how long each is idling for. (A good time to check: from 15 minutes 
before school is dismissed to 15 minutes after).  Ideally, your post-campaign 
audit will happen on a day with weather similar to your pre-campaign audit.   
Turn it Off- Vehicle Engines 
Ideas for Campaign 
!!

1. Go to http://www.nrcan.gc.ca - search idle-free, for a ready made 
vehicle idling campaign. 

2. Post information from the website on your school’s website or put 
information in the school newsletter during the campaign. 

3. Send a note home with students, letting families know the school is doing 
a turn off vehicle engines campaign. 

4. Kick off your campaign with a “hot chocolate day” in the school. Hand 
out the pamphlets about idling and invite parents/guardians in to the 
school to keep warm while they are waiting. 

5. Prepare an assembly or class presentations about why it is important to 
reduce CO2 emissions, and how turning off idling vehicles helps. 

6. Using your pre and post-campaign audits, add up the total number of 
minutes vehicles idled.  On average, a vehicle burns 0.3 litres of gas for 
every 10 minutes of idling.  Burning one litre of gasoline creates 2.4 kg of 
CO2.  
CO2 emissions = idling minutes x 0.3 litres/10 minutes x 2.4 kgCO2/litre. 
Subtract your pre- and post-campaign idling emissions to find your 
savings.  If parents reduce their idling by this much every day, how many 
greenhouse gas emissions could be reduced in one school year?  

Curriculum Connections 
Grade 5 Social Studies: Outcome RW5.1 Explain the importance of sustainable 
management of the environment to Canada’s future. 
Mathematics: Outcome: SP5.1 Differentiate between first-hand and second-
hand data. 
Grade 6 Mathematics: Outcome: SP6.1 Extend understanding of data analysis to 
include: line graphs, graphs of discrete data, data collection through 
questionnaires, experiments, databases, and electronic media, interpolation 
and extrapolation. 
Grade 7 Social Studies: Outcome RW7.3 Assess the ecological stewardship of 
economies of Canada and the circumpolar and Pacific Rim Countries. 
Grade 8 Health Education: Outcome USC8.6 Examine and assess the concept of 
sustainability from many perspectives, and develop an understanding of its 
implications for the well-being of self, others, and the environment. 

!


